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similated the old civilization of the West, and its glib utilitarian-capitalistic mass-civilization of to-day is probably less profitable to the German character than the perverse idealism of the Russians in the East. It was not a matter of civilization here; it was a question of policy. In order to strengthen and spread German civilization, our political independence with regard to the Western Powers was essential above everything else. This independence, however, could not be secured by any border-state policy nearly so well as by the most practicable peace between Germany and the great non-Anglo-Saxon Powers of the East.
Contrary to all historical wisdom, but amidst the jubilation of the intractable democracy of Germany, Bethmann bound round his brow the laurels of the liberator of the Poles. I leave open the question whether he was influenced in this more by his incorrect judgment of English policy or his desire for some success or other, combined with the skill of the Poles in flattering German weaknesses.1 I did not see that Germany's future was threatened even if the Russian Empire were to be restored to its full power. I only saw it threatened if we were cut off from our overseas trade on which almost a third of the German people lived, and if we were condemned to horrible poverty owing to the impossibility of our regaining our position in the world's commerce. There was no compen-
1 Cf. also on the elder Bethmann-Hoi Iweg: Bismarck, Gedan-ken und Erinnerungen, i., no et seq.; ii, 13 and 97.